
Winston Career Academy 
Lynn, Meek, Addison, & WCHS 10th – 12th Grade Students 

Simulated Work Experience Attendance Counseling Review 

Bethany Flanagan, School Counselor 

 

Why Focus on Attendance? 

Key Message: 

Good attendance helps children do well in school and eventually in the work place.  

 College and Career Readiness……… 

Going to School Every Day Reflects: 

 

Hope… for a better future 

 Faith…….. that school will help you succeed 

  Capacity…….Resources, skills, knowledge needed to get to school 

The teachers maintaining the curriculum standards for College and Career Readiness 

Preparation have high expectations for students, which often leads to high expectations within 

every student.  

Why focus on Attendance?  

 High numbers of school absence are: 

  An early warning sign of potential drop-outs 

  Predictive of academic failure 

  A flag for student disengagement  

Repeat Absenteeism is a red alert that students are headed for academic trouble and eventually for dropping out 

of high school.  

Why is the student missing school?  

Family Issues?  Negative attitudes?  Lack of parental support? Family situation?  

Employment Issues with the students…… 

              Conflicting school/work hours?      Night or evening work schedule? 

 

Why do students miss school? 

 

Is there bullying or other negative experiences at school? ie. Gangs, Drugs, & Crime 

 

Is there a poor economic situation of community with student?  

SCHOOLS THAT MAKE ATTENDANCE GAINS, 

 Implement positive strategies to increase engagement and  

                                  personalization with students and families.  

 Every absence counts and gets a response.  

Students with Disability *** 

ALL…Considerations are held with Equality for a Free and Appropriate Public 

Education Students with Disabilities (IEP, 504 Plans) 



What Parents Can Do for School Attendance Reinforcement……… 

 

Ensure students arrive on time each day, well equipped and ready to learn 

 

Take an interest in the education of their child by talking to them about school and by attending school events. 

Call the school before 9:00 am on each day of absence. 

Be alert to any signs that might indicate bullying or other issues that could affect school attendance. 

Inform the school immediately if there are any matters that arise that may affect the attendance of their 

son/daughter.  

 

Truancy ~ Typically refers only to unexcused absences and is defined by each state under No Child Left 

Behind. It signals the potential need for legal intervention under state compulsory education laws.  

Chronic Absence ~ Missing 10% or more of school for any reason – excused, unexcused, etc. It is an 

indication that a student is academically at risk due to missing too much school starting in Kindergarten.  

 

 


